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noney :. To HENRY Honrt, Eso. You see, that they have now put 
public Hie LETTER Vi. jout the paper again, and their new 
a On the ignorance ef the Borough- +a : — ye aan o or . 
$SOrs | mongers.—On the machinery of the $ scone 4 arp agp ans oe eee 
7 carstetesuniies tie eteae* tn enblad project, which he communicated to 
prin q ivi Bubble will bared ; pad ipat the Stick, Vansittart. It was this: to 
) a4 . > aaa. _ | eall the shilling eighteen penceund the 
I-by, - certain measures of indemnification|  . erg 
lace. May oy nes: guinea thirty one and sixpence; and 
, the ies to pay all salaries, all soldiers’ pay, 


North Hampstcad, Leng Island, 
19th July, rele, 


My Dear Hunt, 

How many years is it, since you 
frst beard me say, that we never should 
phtain either justicé or safety, until 
e Bank-bubble should burst? 1 
believe it is as long as fourteen years 


care 
tient, 








ago? It was when you called upon 
me in Duke Street, on the subject of 
ian address, or petition, from Wiltshire 
about OLD. DUNDAs’s pillage. — See- 
, the ing you very warm on the scent, I 
fode said: “If you knew as much as I do, 
~ ‘you would be less warm than you 

the “are. IJtisalla mass of robbery and 
“ millage! And you, and ‘the whole 





THE 












ners 
nsti- 





n of “you are hoarse; there will be no 
_ ** good done, until the accursed fund- 
hole “ing system be blown up.” Thus, 
~ our acquaintance began witha denun- 
“ ciation of this detestable system ; and, 


I hope, that death will not exd the 
acquaintance, until long after the 
system shal! have been destroyed. 


“ nation may address and petition, ’till } 


and all fund-liolders’ pay, at this rate ; 
and, of course, to receive money for 
taxes at this rate. It was not ‘a bad 
the bubble. VANSITTART wrote tu 
Mr. James, declined the project, 
upon the ground, that ministers had 
adopted, and should adhere to, a 
directly opposite principle. And so 
they had; for they had resolved, at 
that time, to bring the paper to par, 
and to compel the nation to pay taxes 
sufficient to carry on the system. They 
certainly thought that they had in- 
sured success; else they never would 
have put forth their new coinage. 

You aud I want no proof of the 
ignorance, the brutal ignorance, of 
these high-blooded “‘ gentlemen of the 
country” ; but others may.; and here 
they have it. For, since the world 
began was there ever a proof of igno- 
rance so completely beastly? The 
high-bleoded race have a paper-money 
afloat. This serves them at any rate, 
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It is false money; it is a sham; 
it is a cheat; it is a fraudulent 
sign of money; but it serves them; 
it docs; it gets along. And, hav- 
ing this false thing, which many 
fools believe to be a true thing, what 
must they do, but put out a little real 
money to prove that to be false on 
which their very necks depended! 
Go, then, to Bishopsg:te Street, to 
Whitechapel, to Oxford Road, to 
Lambeth Road, or to any street but 
Whitehall, and, drawing a string 
across, catch the first thousand men 
that pass; and if these be not more fit 
to make laws than the present set, na- 
ture has turned her back upon England. 
If i were to attempt to write a political 
history of my own time, | never should 
get on for the incessant shame that | 
should feel at the reflection that I had, 
at any time, treated these men with 
respect. I have, I hope, as few sins of 
that sort to answer for as most men; 
but, still, when I look back at their 
deeds, when I observe ignorance so 
profound in all their proceedings; and 
when I reflect on what a set it is, 
and how I should have spoken of just 
such men and just such proceedings, 
if I had met with them in common 
life, Iam ashamed of my partial deal - 
ing. 

Yet, be you assured, that, if the 
people could have seen these men ia 
their true light; if they could have 
known what a nest of fools*it was, the 
nest would have been put to fight 
long before they perpetrated half their 
mischiefs. We have been brought up 
under the operation of a sort of Jy. 
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chinery ; we have been bronght up to 
hear these corrupt men, this mass of 
wickedness and folly, spoken of with 
respect and deference. Itisa notion 
that has descended from father to son; 
and a notion, too, sedulously incul- 
cated in romances, novels, inall school. 
books, story books, children’s books 
of every size. Look at the “ Reli. 
gious Tracts”, aad you will find every 


one of them contain something to im- 
‘press this notion of superior wisdém 


in these men. - Not, perhaps, in the 
religious tract that the Old Woman 
wanted to sell you in London!- How 
many people HULME and I have made 
laugh at that story! 

Then, for the merry and thonght- 
loss, they have songs. You know, 
DIsBDIN was paid, out of the people’ 
labour, two hundred pounds a year 
for writing songs to delude and deceive 
The play-house 
is a grand tustrument for inculeating a 
base subserviency to the stupid ty- 
rants; and of that they have the abso- 
lute managementand direction. Even 
the Puppet and Juggling exhibitions 
carry the same notion to the fairs and 
wakes. 


and intoxicate them. 


AtChurch we pray for them; 


and in the gaming houses and brothels | 


they are the trumpets of their own 
fame. 


- 


“Judge not a man by his clothes” is. 


a maxim that we are always repeating. 
But, we are apt to forget it, when we 
see big wigs, long gowns, purple, red, 
white, black, and ermined.. .The 
Popish Church knew, and knows, very 
well the power of these things; and 
eur pretty gentlemen are, in thjs re: 
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sect, as cunning as St. Prancis or St. 
PBenedict. What are you to do? You 
anust plack a child’s eyes out befor 
Pyoucan prevent it from receiving in a! 
Bhose eves an impression of respect 
For a villain or foo! distinguished from 
lother men by a grand costume: and, 
vien once the impression Is in, get it 
jut if you can. See a Bishop tn his 
Hontifical robes, his crosier in his hand 
‘nd seated in his chair ia the choir of 
@ cathedral, while the organ blows and 
boys in white gowns and bands sing 
he anthem ; and, in the midst of this 
Whisper in the ear of a lady, that fifiy 
en present have, cach of them, more 
ense than the Biskop, and, possibly, 
bs much of piety. Be prepared with 
four hartshorn; for she faints; or, i!- 
he be a good sturdy virago, she calls 
oua Jacobin, squares her elbows a! 
ou, Or spitsin your face. 
I used to wonder why they kept 
Jastings’s Trial going on for so many 
ears, and manifestly te no rationa! 
md. Itwas partly to amuse and hood- 
fink the nation as to law, and justice; 
ut, 1 am convinced, that one great 
bject was to give a great part of the 
hole of the people (and especially 
e women and children) an opportu- 
ity of seeitig the Lords in their 
Robes, and of being impressed with 
ntiments of réverence and awe. 
| Ifell, the other day, in company, by 


ere accident, with two Englishmen. 
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firmation, and that revived and kept 
ative the firstimpression. But, when 
[ lived in Duke Street, Westmiuster, I 
happened to dine where there was a 
Rishop and his Wife! Wife? A Bishop 
have awife! The thought had never 
entered my mind before! An asso- 
ciation of tdeas quickiv as lightening 
darted through my mind, and left not 
a trace of the superstitious impression 
imbibed in my beyish days. 

But, it is the ebject of the use of 
wigs and robes to create superstitious 
notions; and, strange as it may seem, 
long after our reason bas cast off these 
notions, they often have an influence 
on our actions: what has been begun 
hv craft, working ou ignorance, habit 
continues, and but too frequently per- 
petuates. 

[ere is much more lelong'ng to the 
Machinery of the system; but, we 
have quite enough here to form an 
apology forthe people for having so 
long looked towards this stupid set 
of men with feelings of respect. Now, 
however, very little of these feelings 
remains. The tyrants are seen in 
nearly their true light with regard to 
their folly as well as with regard to 
their wickedness. However, men 
should constantly be upon their guard 
against doing, or saying, any thing, 
that may tend to excite feelings of 
respect, however short-lived, towards ~ 
this abandoned crew; and should 


‘e had all three been at different] always bear in miod, that the blackest 
nes, confirmed by the same Bishop.| of hearts may be, and frequently is, an 


ir minds. We had all imbibed the 


e compared notes as to the effect on} associate with the weakest of heads. 


Now, as to the manner, in which the 


btion, that the Bishop was not at all} Bubble will burst, to pretend to pre- 
tke other men; or, rather, that he was| dict precisely what this will be, would 


bt a mere man. 


One said that he} be folly somewhat bordering on that 


ad never theught any thing about the] of the hole-digging assembly. Yet, 


atier afterwards. 
at he was cured of his awe by 


The other said,| one may guess a little at it. 


The paper-money system will either 










tually seeing a Bishop play at cards 
nd act the part ofa very noisy game- 
er. My cure was effected in a sin- 
lar way. I had never reflected on 
e matter till I was almost 38 years 
d. Bishops had often come athwart 
y mind, and, by a natural concate- 


burn down in the socket, and will 
linger, fry and stink there for a while ; 
or, -it will be blown out clean, at a 
breath, .If the former, it will, proba- 
‘bly, be produced in somewhat this 
way. The Sovereigns are gone.— 
Thank God for that! These sovereigns, 





ation, I was carried back to the ¢on- 








at any rate, are melted down and have 
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disappeared from existence. So far, 
so good. Some guineas will be 
hoarded; but, the greater part of those 
which are yet in the country, will go 
out of it. And thus the course will be 
left clear for the Bank Notes, 

The taxes fall short; and, whatever 
they fall siort of the expenditure, 
must be made up in/ocns. You know, 
Ltold the fools at Winchester, four 
yeuts 2go, that there must be loans in 
the tine of peace. These joans will 
swell up the Borough-Debt, and the 
anuual interest; and more notes must 
be issued to pay the dividends. Now, 
miud, it is possible to’ biing the taxes 
up to the expenditure, without laying 
any wew taxes!  Minad that; for, in 


-ordcr te do this, the Borough-Bank 


has only to put out paper to such a 
degree as shall make wheat never less 
than 25 er 30 shillings a bushel, But. 
then, this is only another mode of 
augmenting the quantity ef paper 
afloat. Inno way that the cfaftofSatan 
cau devise, ts it possible to prevent the 
quantity of paper-money from zacreas- 
ing, untess the tyrants return again to 
the reining aud starving experiment ; 
au experiment, which, J imagine, they 
wifl not be in a huiry to repeat. 

In one of these ways, unless puffed 
out, as stated in my lale Registers, the 
thing may go on for a while! but, 
every day, the aihieulties ofthe ly rants 
will increase.  Fven this. discussion 
vill open a new seé of eyes. Some 
faith willbe lost. Some suspicion will 
be awakened. When rect year comes, 
the thing will be worse. The Bill 
must pussagaip. Another setof foots 
will become wise. A talk of war, 
perhaps. A commotion at Paris. 
Any little thing will be enough, Some 
peaple will not take the notes. Two 
prices will ap pear; and then all isover! 
Do you not remember hew the very 
alk of two prices frightened them in 
18127 One person or two had begun ! 
Little Perceval came on with his bill; 
but, his bill would not bave stopped it, 
if the. Berough-Bauk hed got begun 
to siaehen in its. discounts, Tie 
prices must be tie death of a paper- 
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money, which is, at the same time, a 
government-moncy ; for, the taxes will 
be paid in paper, or the paper must 
cease altogether. | 

In “ Paper against Gold,” my liv. 
pethesis was, that the paper would go 
on increasing in quantity, until death 
came in the shape of two prices, 
Never did I dream, that the Borough. 
men would be fools enough to ruia 
and starve their tenants and _ their 
labourers in order to make an effort to 
save the fund-holders by the resump. 
tion ef cash-payments! I ought, long 
before, to have known that they were 
fools enough for any thing; but, it 
never entered into my head, that they 
would attempt to do this. They did, 
however, and when the guinea was 
approaching fo par with the paper, 
they and theirtools cried out; “ There! 
‘“* Cobbett’s gloomy predictions are all 
‘ falsified! ‘The paper has recovered 
“jitsreal value. It is equal to gold. 
“We shall soon have cash.” The: 
chose to forget, that I said (in Letter 
XXY), that the qnantity of the paper 
might be reduced; that the price o 
the guinea might be reduced; bv’, 
that, then, all persons in trade mul 
be ruined, and misery and starvatict 
must become universal. 

They chose to forget this. How: 
ever, back they are come; back thes 
are come to their depreciated paper; 
their gold is melted down; and_ they 
are now again in the broad road 1 
the perdition of Two-Prices. — Ant 
how much worse is their state. than i! 
was before the ruining. and _ starvits 
attempt-was made! They were in tl 
same broad road before this attemp': 
but, they were not then loaded will 
the “responsibility of a dungeon-bi! 
a gagving-bil}, a soldier's treason-bil 
and with acts of cruelty innumerable 
capped by anindemnity bill. I thous 
that the fools, fools as they welt 
would either let the thing go on tot 
prices, or reduce the interest of the! 
Debt; Ithoycht that they would lea" 
the fund-holders their eyes to cry will 
and giveusour Reform. The fun 
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enough. 






The people would have 


cared nothing about them; and, the 


ovina men, though they would have 
lost their usurped power, would have 
iacurred no new responsibility; and, 
“the people, always contented with secu- 
_ritv for the future, might have forgot- 
‘ten the past. But, 
' the Borough -tyrants, chose to break for 
_ ever with the people rather than sepa- 
- rate from the fund-helders, with whom 
they made common cause, and with 
whom they must new stand or fall. 


instead of this, 


To their fund-holders’ Debt the 


Borough-men have, by their deeds of 


1816, and 1817, added an immense 


debt which they owe to the pcople: 


For, do they think, that the innocent 


_ and honest and industrious families, 
whom they ruined and reduced to 


beggary by their deeds of those years, 
are to receive no indemnification? 
Are none but the guilty to find secu. 


| rity? Are none to have indemnity 


but Sidmouth, Oliver, Shepherd, Cas- 
tles, and their like? O, yes! The 
farmers, the tradesmen, the artizans, 
the manufacturers, or any others, 
who were ruined, or oppressed, or suf- 


fered misery, fromthe drawing in of 


the paper, have all a just claim UPON 
THE BOROUGHMONGERS for indem- 
nification to the full extent of all-their 
several losses and damages. 1 myself 
have a claim against them to a large 
amount, besides that which [ have oa 
them for injuries and pains inflicted by 
their acts of direct tyranny. Their 
knocking down of my literary proper- 
ly; their compelling me to make a 
Sea-voyage and take up my residence 
In a foreign country; these injuries 
and pains apart (for which, however, 
they will answer) I have a-heavy bill 
against them, and so have you, for 
losses occasioned by their swindle, per- 
formed by the means of drawing in 
the, paper-money. 

1 will now prove the justice and 
legalily of this claim on the part of 
those who suffered from the drawing. 
inof the paper-money. This claun 
is a matter of great importance’: its | 
amount is great: the claimants ase 
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numerous: and the responsible parties 
sufficient. [| taive a strong motive to 
the proving of the justice and legality 
of this claim mow: I wish the claimants 
to put upon paper, and keep by them, 
the particulars of thei? losses and dis 
mages; so that, when the time of re- 
covery comes, they may be ready to 
demand justice; to demand restitution 
to the amount of those losses and 
damages. Whenever a Reformed Par- 
liameat shall meet, ‘the first thing to 
engage itsattention will be, the indem- 
nification of sufferers. ‘These will 
neturally di vide’ themselves. into two 
classes: first, those, or the descen- 
dants of those, who have suffered by 
imprisonment, fine, or by means more 
cruel, contrary to the law of the laid: 
second, these (or descendants) who 
have suffered in real esfaic, or in per- 
sonal property,, including labour, from 
the changing of the value of money, 
arbitrarily and secretly, contrary to 
the daw of theland: A third might 
be those who are fund-holders by com- 
pulsion: anita fourth, all those, who 
at any time, may have suffered from 
having taken notes ef the Borough. 
bank, which were forged, or which 
the Bank refused to pay on the allega- 
tion of their being forged. But, these 
two latter [ pass over for the present. 
The two former, at least, are the classes 
to be indemnific ‘d; and, now let us see 
the grounds, upon whic h their respec- 
tive claims will rest; for, unless they 
be found to stand firmly upon the clear 
and well known principles of justice, 
and even of law, I abandon them. 

As to the first class, there can be no 
doubt at all. Whenever amun suffers 
from a violation of law ; whenever he 
loses his estate, higmoney, his time, or 
suffers in body or in mind, from acts 
contrary to law, the perpetrator is 
bound by law to Make him compensa- 
tion: If you strike aman, though, in 
fact, you do him no real harm, and he 
sue you for damages, 
some damages. If you cause him to 
refrain from labour; if you break his 
arm; putonthiseye; or do him any 
other damage, the law will give hiw 
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he will recover _ 
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full comrensation for all his loss of 
tine, loss of tabour, pains of body, 
and risks of death. And, if you be 
unable to make him compensation, the 
law will send you tu jail. ‘Phis is 
very just, aud this justice is founded 
in reason; for you have done ail this 
mi-chief contrary (o law. This then 
is the foundation of the claim of the 
Messrs: Levanses, Mr. Benbow, Mr. 
Knieht, Mr. Ogden and so maby 
others; who have all suffered by acis 
committed contrary to law. | am 
aware, that the jester CANNING will 
call those things Jaws, under colour of 
which these atrocious acts were com- 
iniited, He will, i dare say, pretend, 
that the petitioners in Lancashire were 
attacked, hunted, seized, crammed 
into prison, beaten, wounded with 
bayonets and sabres, all according to 
lew, though even the pretended laws 
were not then in existence! Those 
who hold this opinion, will, of course, 
be quite satisfied that even far exceed- 
ing, by many acts of monstrous cruelty 
their own pretended laws, the law. of 
indemnity 1s a complete justification, 
though it be notoriously, avowedly and 
written on the face of it, ex. post 
facto, and in the truth of every prin- 
ciple oflaw and justice known amongst 
mev. But inanswer to al! such, we 
have only to cite the case of Emp- 
sON and DUDLEY, who were justly 
and legally hanged with a whole 
bundle of acts of indemnity about 
their necks. 

With regard to the second class: 
that is to say, those (or descendants of 
those) who have suffered in real estate, 
or in personal property, including 


“Jabour, from the drawing-in of the 


paper, the justice of the claim is not 
quite so manifest to superficial’ ob- 
servers ; but, upon a short examination, 
it will, to every rational man, appear 
clearly founded in daw as well as 
in justice. ‘The class of sufferings, of 
which [ am now speaking, arose in 
this war.” There was a paper-money 
spread over the kingdom, contrary 
to the law of the land. But, of this 


and-by, . There was 2 paper-menry 
spread over the kingdom. ‘The’ quan. 
titv of this paper-money was such, 
iCwas so great, that it caused the price 
of every thing to be very high, It 
caused wheat to sell, upon an average, 
ut 15 shiilings a bushelf it caused 
a tolerably good cow to sell for 20 
pounds; it caused a cart-colt, two 
years old, to sell for 40 pounds; it 
caused Manufactured goods to sell in 
the same proportion; it caused a day 
labourer to receive 30 pence a day. 
This was the state of things, for 
many years up to 1é14. This was 
the state of things, in which the people 
of England bad jong lived. "This had 
been the siate of things ever since all 
the young fariners, tradesmen, mana- 
facturers, artizans and labourers be- 
came men. Thev had never had any 
knowledge of any otlier state of things. 
On an impression, produced tn their 
minds by this state of things; on a 
view of these prices, conpared with 
the accompanying expences of living ; 
on these were all their calculations, 
all their contracts, all their enter- 
prizes founded: and thus, were the 
whole of the community living -under 
a necessarily existing opinion and 
conviction, that these prices were to 
continue: subject only to thase vatia- 
tions in them which might, and which 
naturally would, be produced by the 
variations in the seasons, the amount 
of crops, and the vicissitudes of com- 
merce; that is to say, those ordinary 
variations, with regard to which man 
has little, or nothing to do, and for 
which an allowance is made by every 
farmer, trader, and labourer of what- 
ever description. : 
This being the state of things, JoHN 
BLUNT (not one of the servile wretches 
who shed blood at the command of 
the tyrants) takes a farm at 200 pounds 
® year, and buys in. horses, and cows, 
sheep, pigs, harness and tackle at the 
rate, or, in the measure, or proportion, 
of wheat at 16 shillings a bushel. 
QuINTIN Dick (not he to whom 
Castlereagh sold a seat) buys a farm at 





last circumstance we will speak by- 


5,000 pounds; pays 2,500; and gives 
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Sede mortgage for the rest, which, at fall one half in amount! Farmer 
Blunt and farmer Dick are uneasy. 
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present prices of corn, he can pay off 
in afew years; and he Jays out 2,500 
poundsin stock forthe farm, TIMOTHY 
TiINMAN (not he whom Sidmouth, 
to prove his purity, prosecuted, ruined 
‘and destroyed by the bands of Perceval) 
has just come out of his time. He 
has a thousand pounds, is very indus- 
frious and enterprizing, is just married, 
fakes a shop, at present prices, and 
goes into business for himself, knowing 
hat a sauce-pan of size No. 1. will sell 
or 10 shillings, and that such prices 
Will enable him to pay rent and wages 
ud keep his family. PeTER OGDEN 
the son, suppose, of him, whom the 
upstart CANNING called, in mockery, 
fhe “revered and ruptured Ogden,” 
vithout any one of the 658 having the 
spirit to go and smite the upstart on 
the mouth) is a young and_ hearty 
* weaver-boy” of 19 years ofage. He 
is able at his work, has plenty of it, 
has no fear of supporting a wife and 
amily; and, thus thinking, and feeling 
fas he dught, Peter Ogden marries, 
Jack HARROW (not one of the poor, 

S sneaking, canting crew that live chiefly 
on the parish relief, granted by over- 
‘seers, who are under the command of 
pensioned Lords and pensioned Ladies, 
who are so kind and benevolent at the 
expence of others); Jack is young, 
strong, full of his last master’s 
bacon; knows that he can earn 30 
pence a day, and that he should always 










read Parson MALTHUS on the subject 
of “ moral restraint,” but has read, 
or has heard his sweetheart read, that 
“ Little childsen are as the arrows in 
p‘‘ the hands of the Giant, and blessed 
@‘‘isthe man that hath bis quiver full 
“of them,” Yack marries too, and 
pretty soon has the happiness to be one 
of the blessed. . 

Thus these parties set forward in 
the world in, or ‘about, 1813, with 
a prospect as fair as heart ean wish. 
This prospect, however, is quickly 
changed ; for something (we shall see 
what anon) is dene by somebody (we 














have plenty of work. Jack has not} 


They see, that they must be ruined, 
totally ruined, if this continue; but, 
say they, “ it cannot be; things must 
mend.” Thus they go on for another 
year or two. Blunt cannot pay his 
rent nor Dick his mortgage interest, 
The stock of Blunt is sold to pay his 
debts; that of Dick is sold to pay of 
his interest, and, besides this, his 
farm is sold for 2,500 pounds. Both 
are completely ruined, and_ their 
families go to the poor-house, while 
they themselves goto jail. TIMOTHY 
TINMAN, whose sauce-paus have 
fallen from 10 to & shillings; who 
has some tin at old prices to pay for, 
and whose rent has not fallen at all, 
has his stock sold up for taxes, rent 
and tin, aud is alittle worse than a 
begear. OGDEN and HarRRow would 
do very well because food has fallen 
with their wages; buf, they can get 
no work; or only half work, Their 
families are lialf-starved, Rags supply 
the place of decent dress; the filth of 
misery creates disease; death relieves 
a part of their once smiling progeny, 
and degradation alights on the rest, 
We know that this was the case, 
The facts are notorious. Thousands 
upon thousands were ruined and 
plunged into misery and starvation in 
this way, This is well known; as 
well known as that seats are bought 
and sold and let out to hire like stalls 
iu a market or pens in a fair, But, 
{ will not rely on facts ; for, however 
true, [facts may be denied. 1 rely 
upon the reason of the thing: it was 
so, not because we saw it ; but, because 
it must of necessily hape been so, 
Very well, then; now let us inquire 
into the cause of this terrible evil, 
Let us see what it was that was done 
tu produce this shocking scene of 
misery, The prices were jowered one 
halfin amount. This was the imme- 
diate cause. This was produced by the 
drawing-in, orlessening of the quantity 
of paper-money. This was doun with- 
out any notice. Jt was done secretly, 





shail see whom) which makes all prices 


slyly, clandestinly, Jt was an act 
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with regard to which the assent of 
Blunt, Dick, Tinman, Ogden, or 
Marrow, was notobtained. It was done 
without their knowledze. It was per- 
petrated by means, as to which they 
had no controul and against which 
they had no possible power of resis- 
tance. It was worse than arobbery 
or aburalary, because it included an 
impossibility of getting back the things 
lost... It was achenging of the value 


of money. At was an altering of the 


circulating medium. It was a de- 
destroying of the standard of valye. 
It wes done by individuals. It was 
doue at their sole will. It was done 
secretly. It was an act upon a iegal 
level with that of criminal coining. 
It was a sweeping robbery of the king’s 
Subjects; and it was, ia fuir construe- 
tou of law, an act of treason against 
the king. 

Who, then, were the crafty and 
crucl knaves, the vet unhanged knaves, 
who committed this diabolical deed 2 
No knaves at all, trow! But, a set of 
very sleek-headed and safntly gentle- 
men, wlio, so far from being criminal 
coiners, and tratters agaist the king, 
are large sharers in his Majesty's high- 
est prerogative, sitting, as they do, at 
their board, and exercising the power 
of pardomng, or of sending to the 
gallows, those who are detected in 
eounterfeiling their paper! However, 
let us net sufler our tinds to be so 
completely subdued by the contem- 
plation of these awful attributes as to 
prevent us from mocestly inquiring a 
little into the rig#t, in point of law, 
Vinat these gentlemen had to do the 
thing of the effects of which we com: 
plui. The king, indeed, can do no 
wrong; that is to savy, uo wrong ean 
legully be imputed to him personally ; 
but, at the enjoyment of this exemp- 
tion, the Bank-Gentlemen have not 
yet arrived. 

That they did the deed is certain. 
That is proved. Jt ouly remains, then, 
with regard to them, to inquire whe- 
ther they did it levally. 1 say, that 
they did it illegally ; aud, if I make 
this out, there will be little difficulty 

















in showing, that they ought to be mad ie 
responsible to the persons whom the Mi Th 
injured by the deed. . Fup. 

How came the Bank-Directors { nili 
have the power to do what-we con. and 
plain of? Who and what are the Bank. it p 
Directors, and what is the Bank ? Ce! 

The Bank is not a house: it is. of | 
trading concern. The Bank Company law 
are Merchants, incorporated into a ters 
Company by law; having a charter; mil 
and, by that Charter having right pan 
to enjoy and duties to perform. Ae. low 
cording to this Charter the Company my 
is aliowed to issue notes, payable to bad 
bearer on demand } but, according to Thi 
that same Charter, the Company is tha 
compelled to pay to the beater, on de. mel 
mand, the full amoun: of their notes dra 
“in good and lawful money”: that is to | 
to say, in gold and silver, being the ang 
current coin of the reali. ort 

This was the main condition upon the 
which the privileges of the’ Company imme wit 
were granted ; and, this condition they of | 
adhered to until 1797. But, having, 4 
by that time, issued more notes than call 
they could pay, they found, that they con 
must become bankrupt, ualess, by the 
some act of fraud, they could obtain pre 
protection. - In this crisis of their al bel 
fairs, the DrrecTors, who are the “Eve 
persons selected by the mass of the “the 
Company to manage its concerns, met pro 
and consulted on what to do. © They mo: 
found themselves unable to pay; and, say 
not having in themselves the power oe 
to resist the foree of law, they “be e, 
took them to this expedient. ‘They et 
went secretly to the prime Minister “fn 
and prevailed on him to obtain az O- ie) 
der of the king’s Council, authorizing “0 
them fo refuse to pay their notes! vou 
Iucredible as this will-appear to pox _to 
terity, the-fact is notorious ! —— 

Here they were, then, with a gaard Hime me 
of soldiers at their door, setting their eve 
creditors and the law at defiance. 
They had got many, many «auillions of wn 
the people’s money into their hands: Him “4 
the people bad got their paper in ex- cal 
change: they kept the money, and an 
the poor. credulous creditors ‘were to 
cheated ! “Ee of 








(liye 169] 





€ made | But, the Parliament! Oh, yes! 
D they The Parliament soon took the matter 
up. It first passed an Act of Indem- 
lors tg nity for the Directors, the Minister, 
e Con. _ and the king’s Councillors; and, then 
Bank. it passed an Act to protect the Bank 
k? Company against the lawful demands 
it is MME of its creditors ; to shut the courts of 
mpany im Jaw and justice against those credi- 
Ino a ‘ters; and to leave them and their fa- 
arter; ' milies to starve, while the Bank Com- 
rights _pany retained their money, and wal- 
. Acie Jowed in wealth and luxury. . 
nn paiiy The Bank Directors, thus protected, 
ble to bad no longer any check upon them. 
ling toi This act has been kept in force from 
any is that day to this; and thus, have these 
on de. men, béen enabled to put out and 
NOEs draw in their paper at their pleasure ; 
hat is to raise prices or to lower prices; to 
1g the augment the amount of soldiers’ pay, 
orto diminish it ; and, todo just what 
upon fim they and their employers have pleased 
npany with the incomes and other property 
n theygmmme of all men, 
aving, me €=SCO«dL'f, «indeed, any thing which is 
- than calted an act of parliament is to be 
- they RE considered as law, there is an end of 
s, by the matter. There is no such thing as 
pbtain property in England. Every thing 
eir al- belongs to those who make those acts. 
e the imme Every thing must belong to them, if 
rf the they can take, by their acts, just what 
mel property they please. But this is a 


They 
and, 
power 


most shockigg absurdity. Lorp Coxe 
says, that, ‘* in many cases the law of 
“the land controuds acts of parlia- 


y bes “ment, and adjudges them to be void. 
They “ When,” he says, ‘* an act of parlia- 
rister “ ment is against. common right and 
n Oi- ‘ reason, the Common Law shall con- 
‘izing - «Goal it, and adjudge such act to be 
otes! void,” Indeed, we wanted no Lawyer 


to tell us this; for, to’ suppose the 
contrary is to suppose that a parlia- 
ment may fegally do any thing how- 
ever horrible. 

Suppose a parliament were to pass 


pos: 


aard 
their 
nce. 


13 of an act to order your tongue to be cut 
nds: fim Out of your head. Would any man 
| eX- call this, daw? If they were to pass 
and an act to authorize, expressty persons 


were to go and seize the money and goods 


nary laws 
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to those who never worked; would 
any man call this, daw? If they were 
to pass an act to authorize and em- 
power a setof men toruin and starve 
a great part of the nation for the be- 
nefit of that set of men and for ‘the 
benefit of themselves, who passed the 
act;\ would any man call that, daw? 
Wold any man say, that this was not 
an oceasion for ¢alling in the aid and 
protection of the Common Law? 
And, is it possible to suppose a case 
more flagrant; can the human mind, 
with all its ingenuity, in the wildest 
of its vagaries, form an idea of any 
thing more directly against common 
right and common reason than an act 
to Y produce a violation of all the con- 
tracts existing between man and maa; 
an act to authorize a particular baad 
of men to set at defiance al! the ord.- 
made for the security of 
property; an act to authorize this 
particular band of men to withold 
money due to their creditors, and, at 
the same time, to make all those cre- 
ditors subject to the ordinary course 
of law? 

It is a rule of law, and, what is 
more, it is a maxim dictated by uo- 
erring reason, the light aud soul of 
mau, that a transaction Dothomed in 
what is unlawful, shall never haye the 
law to justify it, or countenance it, ia 
any of its subse quent . stages, The 
Bank. Gentry, in order to justify them- 
selves for their horrid deed: of 1814, 
1815 and 18!6, must go back to their 
breach of the law, their scandalous 
fraud, of 1797. They musi plead the 
deeds for whieh they were indemni» 


fred ; they must plead their former un:- 


derhand dealings with the Minister: 
they must plead their broken charter 
and their broken faith in mitigation of 
their recent rapacity and cruelly. 

The great and first maxim ‘of all 
law, is, that there shall be a remedy 
for every wr ong. Men may he held 
in slavery with an absence of this 
maxim ; 
tion as dogs or hogs are, for these 
have no remedy" but that afforded by 





of the industrious, and to give them 








their tasks and teeth. But, nothing 
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they may be held in suhjec- : 
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worthy of the name of law can possi-| 
bly exist, if there be any wrong with- 
out a remedy. Indeed, in any state 
of things where wrongs can take place 
without a legal remedy, there can be 
no one to claim allegiance from any 
other; for, allegiance is due only to 
that power, which is, at al} times, 
ready and able to afford protection. 
And, ‘wiat is this prote tion ? Nota 
vague, theoretical thi: WE 5 but, some- 
thing real. By our allegiance we are 
bound to defend our country at the 
risk of our lives; and this allegiance 
gives us a claim to protection; which 
pentection means, open courts, settied 
and we! i-known law: 5, always ready to 
afford us redress jor any wrong ; to 
afford us a remedy in every case where 
we can prove that we have suffered a 
wrong. 

Try our present case by this doc- 
trine. It is proved, that Blunt, Dick, 
Tiwman, Ogden and Harrow have 
suffered grievous wrongs. This is 
proved; aud it is also proved, that 
the wrongs have been done by the 
Bank and Borough-Men. But the-e 
gentlemen plead a Bil of Indemnity 
and other Acts of Parliament in bar 
to the demand of a remedy! So, here 
are all these sufferers and thousands of 
others without any legal remedy! Ut 
this were the case, they would owe no 
allegiance: the social compact would 
he dissolved; there would be neither4 
king nor subject. 

if, then, the ruined and afflicted 
people have a clear legal right to in- 
demnification ; if their action of da- 
mages would, in a just state of things, 
lie against the doers of the i injury ; ; the 
next thing to be considered is, are 
those wrong-doers able and suflicient 
to vield due amends ? 

The Bank-People themselves cer. 
tainly are not, But, their employers, 
abettors, and supporters, the Borough- 
tyrants, are; and to them as well as 
to their agents the wronged parties 
would have a right to look. He who 
does a deed by another, does it him- 
self. If my cart kill your pig, I must 
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the cart, and though I be, at home al} 
the while. Tf yon commit a murder 
and I stand with a gun in my hand to 
keep off those, who would prevent you, 
lam aprince? il as wellas you. And, 
are not those to be prince ipals here who 
have furnishe: d the Bank-Directozs 
with all (heir power of doing mischief, 
and have sereened aud defen: led them 
against the operations Of the law of 
the land? 

If ft am asked about the intention 
of the parties to these deeds, I an- 
swer that I have nothing to do with 
the “iatention. If aman have your 
purse iz his pocket, will he be justified 
by saying that he stole it for the pur. 
pose of giving alms, or of contribut- 
ing to a Bible-Suciety® A man was 
transported, a little while ago, for 
stealing a Bible, though he solemnly 
declared, that his sole object was, 
that he might daily -see the Word of 
God honoured by being in a: silver- 
clasped volume. We have, in sucha 
case, nothing to do with the intention: 
a wrovg has “been done, and we look 
for are medy. That the credulous may 
not, however, suppose that these 
wicked deeds, and particularly the 
atrocious deed of drawing tn the pa- 
per money, more from a good mo- 
tive, I. have, I think, only to show, 
that all the partics concerned were 
enormous gainers by it; for, if I show 
this, their ‘motive will not be very dil 
ficult to discover. 

‘They a!l had, then, a direet and 
well known and great interest in les- 
sening the quantily of paper-nroney 
and in lowering prices. The Bank- 
Directors are great fand-holders. If 
they reduced the quantity Of paper, 
they made their income the greater m 
fact, though not nominally. SAMUEL 
THORNTON, forinstance, may receive 
ten thousand pounds a year, perhaps, 
as interest on his share of the funds. 
If he could make wheat fall from 15 
shillings a bushel to 7 shillings and 6 
pence his income: would in “fact be 
doubled. And this was what was very 
nearly effected. The Boroughmongers 





pay the damage, though my man drive 


and their relations and dependents 











wy 







ave. 
rene) 
rey 

hit 
t. 

balit 
ad 
Ly 1 
Houg 
mart 
ad 1 
nths 
ey ( 
ws | 
The 


Is. 
















































POY e 
t hi 
min: 
rely 
r to 
on. 

We 
oly. 
rmer 
fe § 
arTo! 
oul 
alih 
ane 
feng 
cu 
er- 
ids 
en tl 
take 
ecise 
nh 
m 1] 
ling 
n hi 
te o 
at lie 
ind]. 
ito 
ay 1 
0 h; 
fer | 
und, 
that 
or [ 
Pn) 
ars, 
neces 





































































€ all 
tder 
id to 
you, 
And, 
who 
Sturs 
lief, 
hem 
V Ol 


tion 
an- 
with 
your 
ified 
pur. 
but- 
was 

for 
nnly 
was, 
d of 
lver- 
cha 
ion: 
look 
may 
hese 
the 
) pa- 
mo- 
10W, 
were 
how 


dif- 


and 
les- 
ney 


ank- 
Tf 
per, 
oy i 
UEL 
eive 
aps, 
nds. 
» 15 
nd 6 
t be 
very 
ents 


By SEPTEMBER 26, 1818. 


ave all the plaaes and pensions, the 
eneralships, Colonelships; in short, 


hey swallow more than the half of 
hat we pay for army, navy, and civil 


t. Reduce prices one half, and, in 
bality. all their salaries, fees, peusious, 
d emoluments are doubled. 1 eed 
ly no more. Flere was quite motive 
pough. For an object ot a half, ora 
narter, of the value, they would have 
ad no reluctance in sending nine 
nths of the “ Lower Classes,” as 
ey call us, to live upon hips and 
Ws ! 
‘They were deceived; they were 
Is. Very trne; but most rogues 
ove fools in the end, though | never 
t heard of such a plea saving a 
minon :ogue from the gallows. And, 
rely, | never heard of such a plea in 
ir to.a wrong-doers making restitu- 
on. 
‘We have seen the fall, the melan- 
holy fall, of poor farmer Blunt and 
ymer Dick and poor Tinman, and we 
‘e seen the misery of Oveden and 
arrow; poor Jack Harrow, who 
bught himself so safe in bis youth, 
alth, strength, industry, and perse- 
rance! But, what are youth, health, 
ength, industry, and virtue against 
curse of God in the shape of a 
er-money secretly working ip the 
ids of powerful knaves! We have 
en the fall of poor farmer Dick. Let 
take him in particular, and he is the 
cise Image of thousands. We have 
n him reduced from competence, 
m the means of living well and pro- 
ling decenily for his famtly; we have 
n him reduced from this state to a 
te of perfect beggary. We know, 
at he lost his property by the paper 
dle; but, how did it pass away, 
ito whom ? A large lump of it went 
ay to the former owner of.the farm, 
o had the mortgage on it, and who, 
ter having sold the farm for 5,000 
unds, got it back for 2,500 pounds; 
that he pockefted all the cash of 
or Dick, which he and his wife had 
en raking and saving for twenty 
ars. How many thousands of in- 


The country was full of ther. Dick's 
stock, which was worth 2,500 pounds 
more went i labour, in manure, in re- 
pairs, but, above all, in taxes; for, 
while his wheat fell from 15 shillingsa 
oushel-to 7 shillings and 6 pence a 
bushel, his taxes fell not at all, and his 
poor-rates were doubled by the want 
of employment, So that here he was 
paving to Gibbs or Ellenboroygh, or 
to some Pensioner, or so:ne Colonel, 
or sume sinecure place-man, twice as 
many bushels of wheat as he formerly 
paid, and as he had virtually agreed 
to pay! His taxes would much about 
pay the sinecures of WILLIAM Givr- 
FORD and of SouTHEY; and, thus 
was he, by this secret operation of the 
paper knaves, and by the open force 
of the paper-tyrants, compelled to 
double the amount of these sinecures, 
Perhaps his taxes might fall to the lot 
of some gay lady-pensioner and her 
fine young lady children. Thus his 
wife and children were to fall down to 
rags and hunger and the poor-house 
in order to double the income of these 
lazy and insolent vermin! 

And, is it, by the hand of the Devil, 
written in the book of fate, that neither 
farmer Dick nor his wife nor his childret. 
are ever to obtain redress for this deep 
and terrible injury? Shall we be told, 
that men must ran the risk of the ups 
and downs of prices ? And that to talk 
of compensation for losses, arising from 
such a cause, is to set up a claim, 
which, if listened to, would make pru- 
dence and caution unnecessary in bu- 
man affairs? Shall we be told this? 
Not, I believe, by any just and reason- 
able man. We are to run the risk of 
being killed by falling into existing 
holes and over existing precipices, 
But, we are not, for that, to be killed, 
by. being led, in the dark, to a pit, dug 
on purpose for us, where there was no 
pit before. We are to run the risk of 
being killed by bricks blown by the 
wind from the tops of houses; but 
not that of being killed by bricks 
thrown down upon our heads express- 
ly by the haud of man. The ups and 





aces of this kind took place! 


ewns of prices, which ups and downs 


[174 

















































































175 LETFER TO HENRY Hunt, Esq. (1% 


preceed from the variation in seasons, 
crops, or from the vicissitudes of com- 
merce, we are liable to; and, if they 
ruin us, we have nobody to blame. 
But, this is altogether a different case; 
here are men ruined, and thousands 
brought to starvation and death, not 
by the gisitation of God, as the Coro- 
net's Juries have decided, but, by acts 
of fraud aud force committed secretly 
by parties, who had a direct interest 
in the commission of them. The nu- 
merous persons starved to death, ma- 
nifestly starved to death, owed theiy 
deaths to these acts. They did not 
die by the visilation of God, They 
died by the hands of the Bank and 
Boronzh-Men, Mother BRowNRIGG 
was hanged for starving to death cer- 
tain children committed to her care. 
She did not kild them. Oh, no! not 
she ! She did nothing tothem but keep 
them upon bits of cabbage stalks, and 
Reg them if they complained. She was 
not guilly of killing; but, she was 
hanged for murder.~ A poor man, who 
could get neither work nor relief, in 
Cernwall, dropped down, at last, ina 
field, and was calen by hogs. WW 1 had 
keen on the Coroner's jury, who. sat on 
the bits of hands and the sku!l and 
bones of this man, I would never have 
given my consent to a verdict of acci- 
denial death. 

And, is there to be na redress for 
these manifold wrongs?) Do the laws 
of Eng'and afford xo remedy ? Vf that 
were the case, all the bonds of society 
would be broken to atoms. Things 
would revert to a state of nature. 
Every manwould have a right to do 
that his wit and strength enabled him 
to do. The right of the strongest 
would retuim in all ils purity and all 
its efliciency. 

‘Pherefore, redress must be had: a 
reuy dy must be found ; compensation 
tothe sufferers must be made; and, 
wie is fo make it! Out of whose pro- 
perl} is it to come? Our tyrants com- 
pensated the ont-cast nobles and clergy 
of France oul of the taxes raised on 
us! For this, amongst other things, 
they luve to auswer. But are the 















whole of the people naw to be taxe) 
for the purpose af compensatir 
Blunt, Dick, and other sufferers? No: 
reason and justice will point other, fy 
other sources. 

What those sources are I shall not, 
at this time, attempt minutely to &. 
scribe; vor shall 1 enter into any ip. 
quiry as to the mocle, or ratio, of th 
compensation. But I will, in conclu. 
sion of this long letter, jast observe, 
that the literary slaves of the tyrant 
and the tyrants themselves, togethe 
with all their indemnified crew, ar 
wide indeed of the mark, when the 
talk of confusion, pillage, destructia 
of property being either the objectd 
the Reformers, or the. probable effed 
of their triumph. IPis a rester‘atin 
of property that would take plac, 
and not pillage and destruction : thos 
who have been the most deeply iv 
jured would have the deepest interes 
in the preservation of property of even 
sort. ; 

I vow take leave of this interestin 
matter for the present, hoping thi 
none of the injured people will, fo 
one moment, give way to feelings i 
despondency. They will find bat 
wretches enough to say: “ the this 
does last.” This month of July last 






































































but it will surely end. Man's lil 
lasts; but it must come to an eal P, 
These despaircrs are a very base cret ‘Th 
The fact is, they, at bottom, wish th mr 
thing to last for ever. The people, tow 
mass of the people, are, 1 am col Be 
vinced, right. They know the thig 7 r 
to the very heart's core of it. Nothigye ‘°° 
can, | hope, deceive them any mer rh 
If the puff-out should come to-miy Ft 
row, they are, I trust, quite prepare a 
for acting deliberately and justly. — ‘ 
And, now, let the tyrants sleep wi! = 
what tranquillity they can. ‘They hav pty 
long enough, disturbed the sleep ‘ oi 
others. ‘The far greater part of thet Tr 
are fools too great to see their dange! tal 
But, they will smell it out soon. : de. 
paper-money never to be got rid of, ne 


such a frightful thing ! If the thing 
be feared could be done away with ! 
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poutd be nothing. But, they cannot 
fansport, hang, or shoot, the paper- 
onev. This is the mortifying consi- 
ration. They and the Bank- men 
y affect to rail at each other as long 

s they please. The people will see, 
vat they are all one and the same 
ody of pillagers and tyrants. The 
japer-money, thrown out again as jt 
ow is, commits a robbery upon an- 
sther class of persons, of whom | 
ghall speak in a future letter. But, it 
pelieves the mass of the people. Hence 
the “ refurn of prosperity,” as the 
ol-knaves call it. Hence their ob- 
servation, that the distress was fempo- 
ary, and, that it arose from the fr'an- 
ition from war to pence. ‘The dis- 
tress, that extreme distress, was, in- 
@eed temporary ; for it owed its exist- 
ence solely to the drawing ia of the 
paper, which the tyrants could not 
make permanent, without being de- 
stroyed in spite of gays, dungeons, 
and halters. They could repeal the 
dungeon- bill, when they had got out 
he paper again, which they begau to 
a you will now perceive, as soon as 


they had passed the bill, or before. 


But it is some time before paper can 


ibe got ont in any very large quantities. 
‘It now is out; and the “pew gold is 
melted down and 
/ country. | 


gone out of the] 


I will tell you what I think will hap- 
pen; unless ‘the puff-out be applied. 


The sots, stupid as they are, must see 


their danger in time. One would 
think, that they must see it in a short 


time. Mr. CaT ey told them, in open 
| Bank Meeting, long ago, that all their 


lands, ‘* every iach of them,’’ were 


: pawned for the payment of the notes. 
| They must see, that the redemption 
will be demanded, or the thing pawned | 


sold. They must see this soon. Now, 
some of them will see it sooner than 
others ; and these who see it first will 
endeavour to save their own pawns by 
joining the people against the rest. 
They will propose a moderate reform; 
talk of triennial parliaments ; and en- 
deavour, by another cheat, to get a 
new lease of their usurpation. 
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Nothing is more likely than this, It 
is the natural course for base men to 
take. These moderate Reformers wilf 
hope to get into favour with the peo- 
ple; and to make use of their power ~ 
to save their relations amongst their 
late associates ; and, perhaps, to neu- 
iralize whoily the people’s resentinent, 
[t was upon this prineiple that the 
GRENVILDLES separated from Pirr 
and coalesced with Fox. Fox, by 
receiving them, gagged himself as to 
Pirt’s misdeeds. The GRENVILLES 
secured the retreat of their late asse- 
ciates; and, after a little time, let 
those associates in again. It was, ia 
precisely this way, that Napoleon was 
justly ruined. His vanity natries hin 
to the House of Austria: his Austrian 
wife saved, from being overset, all the 
old dynasties on the Continent; and, 
by the saine means, destroyed her hus- 
band. What happened to Napoleoa 
would happen to the people of Eng- 
land, if they were to suffer themselves 
to be cajoled by the triennial men; or, 
by any of those men, who have lately 
talked \ondly against oppression, but 
who, at the same time, rail against ihe 
only means of preventing oppression. 
Some of these are for ‘reform even 
now. Not our reform, indeed; but 
one that would cheat the nalion again, 
as it.was cheated a hundred and thirty 
years ago. These men would begia 
the cheat afresh, only because it is 
now worn out, 

Sound as I know the people to be, 
enlightened as 1 know they are, I can- 
not refrain from putting them on their 
guard avainust one species'of delusion, 
which, if it were to take a run would, 
by confusing men’s ideas, be very niis- 
vhievous. Major CARTWRIGHT, in 
a recent publication, makes a A mpiey 
appeal to Sirk SAMUEL ReoMILLY 
He sees “ a Romilly shine resplende nt 
‘in the cause of the enslaved African 
“and of the persecuted French Pro- 
** testant ;” and expresses his asto- 
nishment that the ranks of the Re/or- 
mers of England have not to boast of 
a Romilly. The worthy old Major 
seems to have forgotten, that @ fo- 



















‘There was some fine talk from him and 


ployed to favour the tyranny; but, they 
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milly is found in the ranks of the Bo- 
roughmongers? Sir Samuel Remilly is 
rich enough. He need care for no- 
body. He is quite free to take what 
course he pleases. But he has pever 
been pleased to take the course thal 
has for its object a real reform, and it 
is clear to me, thaf he never will. 


Mr. Bennet and others against the in- 
demnity bill. Some very nice talk in- 
deed. I: was, in some parts of it 
really affecting. It was pathetic: it 
was tragedy. Oh! how they besought 
the House to save the honour of the 
country, and to rescue the constitu: 
tion! They knew very well, that thei: 
travical beseechings were only speeches 
in a despicable farce; they knew that 
their speeches could not, by any pos 
sibility, do any other than make some 
few fools still believe, that a debate 
was something more than a farce; 
alid, that, at any rate, there were some 
good men inthe House! This notion 
about some good men has tended great- 
ly to favour the tyranny. “It has in- 
duced us to qualify, when our censure 
oeht to have been unqualified: and 
to qualify is always to enfeeble our 
words and sentiments. I[t has kept 
alive false hope: it has staid the up- 
lifted hand of sweeping resentment. 
I do not say, that those whom I al- 
Jude to are wicked men, and are em” 


do it nevertheless. They give it a sort 
of counténance by speaking of it as a 
leritimate thing. But, what they do 
worse, is, to pretend to dislike the ty- 
rannical acts, while they uphold the 
tyranny. 'Yhéy talk against the deeds 
of Sidmouth: and “Oliver, while they: 
uphold Sidmouth and Oliver. These 
some good men are very bitter enemies 
of Reform; that. is to say, they are 
bitter enemies of the only thing that 
can be done to get rid of such deeds 
as those of Sidmouth and Shepherd! 
and Oliver. They speak against dun-. 
geons and gags; but, they are for the 
system, which can no more exist with- 
out dungeons and gags than the hu- 


judge in.his place. Do you.remember 


Snow.when or how. However, there 



































blood. They talk seriously agvinst y 
standing army, and, at the same time, 
against Reform; though they Knoy 
very well, that the present sort of pap. 
liament could not exist a week withoy 
that army. They, from the opiniog How 
created by their good talk, gain. the 


power of deceiving people, and of thi: 
sérving the tyranny more effeciually ut to 


than any of thase can do, who never em 
mike use of this good talk. 

In short, it amounts fo this at last, 
let any one say what he will; if he be 
not fora Reform, he is the enemy of 
the people; and, as such Ought to be 
considered and treated, He may be 
for a mitigated tyranny: he may be 
for a mild tyranny : but he is fora ty. 
ranny; and, if he partake in tha car 
rying of that tyrauny on, or in up- 
holding it, he ts a tyrant. 

However, I do not believe there is 
much fear of the people being deceiv- 
ed by these ‘‘ some good men” nov. 
The people see every thing pretty 
clearly. We may leave these ‘ some 
good men” to their judgment. 

In a future Jetter I shall endeavour 
to point out a few of the steps, which 
it will be necessary to fake, at the 
time when the Bubble shall burst, in 
order to insttire the redress, of which| 
have spoken in this letter. In the mean 
while, I remain, most sincerely, your 
friend and‘obedient servant, 


Was. COBBETT. 


P.S. What. is become of Gipss? 
[ read, in the news-papers, some time 
age, that some one was to be madea 


“the Dutch Judges”? But, pray 
write te’ word abdut Gibss. 2 1hope 
he is not dead. If I hear.of his death, 
[ shall say, as Macbeth, saysrof:. his 
wife: “ there would have. been.a time 
for him to die -hereafter’.. GRosE 
and Le BELAanc slipped , off I hardly 


are ELLENBOROUGH and BAILEY 


left. I hope that. premature mortality 
will not take them from. us. Who 


were the Judges at Derby;,and_par- 





man body can exist without bowels, or 


ticularly he, who thanked the jury of 
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mers, who found Brandreth guilty? 
my wake a note about the Derby af- 
ir, Memory ought not to be trusted 
‘a matter of this sort. Yeur oion 
ieyrutive of the Derby affair ought to 
down in black and white. 

How does the Rump come on? 
jeir new election is, L suppose, over 
this time. If no questions were 
st to Sir Francis then, there is only 
e more rotten boroush, and he has 
safe, as long as the Bank notes will 
ss. 

The Yeomanry cavalry will prick 
their long ears again now. ‘They 
be zay, that things be comed about 
amian”’; and they will swear that 
wal the distrussers ov agrurculter 
was along a the theyer Jacobuns.” 
he Wiltshire ones will take, if neces- 
ty, their bible-oath, that “ it were 
mal along a thick thayer Jiunv, 
who's aalways a tacken about the 
poor, dam un, and a maken the 
the thayer feilers as sacey as high- 
wermen. Whi, did n't hur zay; 
that carn ought to be zold cheeup ? 
Did n't hur zay, that cheep carn 
was a good thing, damun! As my 
Lard zaid, tothcr day at size, sich 
fellers be voes to all zoshal arier, 
and noa guvurmet can dexist wi 
un, if so be that the beant ean- 
Mrawld, Come, Til gee ye a toeast: 
'ZOSHAL ARDER AND DEER 
CARN!” You rewember how these 
utes rejoiced at Napoleon's return 
om Elba, thinking that it was wa 
at made high prices and peace low 
ices. You remember how they 
fank long life to him and success to 
wars; while, in the very same 
feath, they “ dam un” and damned 
for net “ dammen un.” ‘They were 
yal enough to Jove the Borough- 
ngers, but not enough to love them 
well as their own ‘profits. Loyal 
iough to hate the Reformers ; but, 
bt a bit too loyal to have joined the. 
eficli, if had-rade-a safe land- 
g with a fair prospect of conquest. 
hese wretches are, hewever, neither 
ore nor Jess than two-legged brutes. 
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that the negroes, until they were civi- 
lized, had no correct notion of causes ; 
and, he gave me an instance in their 
thinking that it was the whip that wds 
cruel to them and made them smart 
(without at all connecting it with the 
whipper) and of their praying to the 
whip not to hurtthem so much, FRrr- 
DAY, you know, in ROBINSON Cau- 
SOR, prays to the gun not to kill him. 
Our big-bellied, bluff-cheeked’ Yeo- 
manry Cavalry have always put me in 
mind of these instances of savage ig- 
norance. Their minds are not enough 
enlightened to go back even one stage 
in search of causes. They saw that 
there was war and they saw high 
prices: then they saw peace and low 
prices. That was enough. They 
wanted high prices and, tierefore, 

they prayed for war. The semi- bar. 
barians have now seen that they ean 
have high prices without war. How 
this must have posed their muddy 
heads! When you were telling them 
(Lords, Bankers, Parsons and all) at 
their “ Agrurculter”-meeting, at Bath, 
in the early part of 1816, that nothing 
would relieve them but lowering the 
interest of the Borough Debt, or, fresk 
bales of paper moncy, they ufteréd a 
hoot in a grin: at once. discovering 
their ignorance and their malignity. 
They were wholly incapable, and are 
now wholly incapable, of perceiving 
the causes of the rise and fall of 
prices ; of the increase of pauperism ; 
or of any other effect, the cause of 
which lies a littl’ removed from if. 
Therefore, as has always been the 
case, they are the fittest instruments 
for the use of the tyrants, who always 
hate the idea of putting arms into the 
hands of men who reason. Hence it 
is, that the Russians are liked best as 

soldiers by all the despots. They 

know nothing of what they are fight- 

Each carries in his pocket @ 


which the bearer; if killed, is to pre- 

sént to Saint Péter; and, all his busi- 
ness is to kill men and to keep himself 
filled with food and drink. It is very 





French West-Indian told me once, 
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Cavalry, who are, in more respects 
than one, a species of Cossacks. 
However, let me not be misunder- 


stood, I do not speak of all the far- 


mers, Youand I know manv farmers, 





in Wiltshire and Hampshire and So- | 
mersetshire, distinguished by their | 
pnblic-spirit and enlightened minds. 
I speak only of the great swell-headed 
wretehes, who have thriven by the 
Borough-fraud, and who fred (for they 
do not reason) that the continuance of 
thet fraud is necessary to preserve to 
them the power of being rapacious, 
insolent, and crue]. These men and | 
their families have becn puffed up all 
ef asudden; and they are so fond of 
their elevation, that they are ready 
to murder every creature, who, either 
by bis actions, or his wants, seems 
destined! to assist in lowering them. 
These savages never read any thing 
that docs not flatter their vanity or 
cupidity. © They surpass even the 


, 
- 





— e 


speeches. 1 have also nearly ready 
and shall send off by my Septembe, 
Packet, a little book, called,  Politie; 
“for Plough-Boys.” A little book iy 
a compact form, like that of asmal 
prayer-book. { have developed her, 
ina very plain and simple manner, al 
the great principles of government 
and law, and have shown how th 
evils in England have arisen from th 
neglect, or violation, of these principles, 
L intend it as a sort of political gran. 
mar. In this little book, I have ex. 
plained how the Parsons and the 
Soldicrs came. I intend to mak 
this little book “as cheap as possible. 
It will tend to give to young men som 
fixed notions on the important sub. 
jects, of which it treats. We mus 
keep on “ labouring in the Vineyard.’ 
We must “not be weary of wll 
“doing.” We must “ cost our breal 
upon the waters, and, it will appew 
again, after many days,” 
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Boroughmongers in ignorance ; and, 
therefore, they are well calculated to | 
be,as Major Cartwright says, their | 
“ Body-Guard.” 


Ia the meanwhile, the “ Lower 


Just Published, by Sherwood, Neely § Co. 
A Yrar’s RESIDENCE, IN THI 
Unirep STATES OF AMBRICA. 


Treating of the Face of the Country, tl 
Climate, the Soil, the Products, the Mott 
of Cultivating the Land, the Prices of Lav! 





* Orders,” as the tyrants call all 
those who pay the taxes out of the 
fruit of their Jabour; the Lower 
“< Orders” read away at a famous 
vate. JY have just sent off my Gram- 
mar, in the hope, that many a score 
of apprentices and of plough-boys will 
be able, each of them, fo write a great 
deal betler English than Sidmouth 
4ud Cuastlercagh before this day twelve 
months. J bave shown amcngst other 
things, what sort of English. these 
fellows put into King's axd Regent's 


~ —< 


| from the Author’s daily notes during a whit 


ef Labour, of Food, of Raiment; of tl 
Expenses of House-keeping, and of tl 
usual manner of Living; of the Manner 
and Customs of People ; and of: the Inti: 
tutions of the Country, Civil, Political, a 
Religious. —In Three Parts. 

Part I. containing—}. A Description 


the Face of the Country, the Climate, ti 
Seasons, and the Soil, the facts being take 


Bu 


DLE 


year.—2. An Account of the Autli 
agricultural experiments in the Cultivatt 
of the Ruta Baga, or Russia, or Swed 
Turnip, which afford proof of what ! 
climate and soil are. 


By WM. CoBEETT. 
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